Adopted: May 17
| File Noe 4054-43 -
REPORT (F THE CIVIL AZRONALUTICS BOARD
- ) on the
Investigation of an Accident Involving Aircraft
"~ During a Local Pleasure Fll{;h‘c

Pilct Pergie Gilbert BSanford and his ]_"iSSF'nP'eI‘, Nowton Ce Short, JI‘.,'}

- were fatally injured in an accident which cecurrad cpproximately 5 m.les

o Jing on the nose and left wing tip.

 attachiment tu the control coluwmm. This failure was caused by fraying,

- rated strengih. Bend, mixed with preass, was found imbedded among tne
- dividual strands ard probobly contributed to the excessive wear. M:u.m.fac

= aireraft, due to their higher mninbenance requirements.,

east of Jasper, Alsbama, about 10:20 a.m, on Septerber 12, 1943, Sanford .

. held 2 student plilot coertificete and had accumulated apprc:cimate_ly 100
“hours of solo flight time. Short was not certificated &s zn airman.,  The -
aircraft, a Taylorcraft A, NC 19602, ovmed by the Jasper Flying Club, was

'dsmahsheu. o

. Sanford secured clcar?n(,c, from the Jasper airport for a solo fiight - -
‘at 9:05 a.m. The clearance officer stated that he was not present at the -
- field when Sanford took orf ard that Passcngor Short had boarded tnac plam
without his xmowledge or consente About 10:20 a.m. the plans was. chserved
to. enter 2 spin around 5 miles scast of the airport, at an altitude e.:t:.m.ﬂi«e-
to have been sbont 2000 feet. Reccvery was effscted after two or three tizss
ard a2 second spin and recovery wer: observed shortly thereafler. The air—
. eraft was then flown in a wide ‘I80° turn, sfter which it entered a third spig

bhat contimued to within 250 to 300 feet of the pround. It was secn to re=<
: cover from this spin and resvme level flipht momentsrily, then the nose-
- Cropped suddenly and the plane dived almost vertically to the ground, stz'z.k

- Emrunatmn of the wreckage r*‘:.s Losed that tho upper elevator cont-rt}l
_cable had parted in the vicinity of the pulley locuted aft of the e¢able?

1y due to jamming of the pullsy, Examinzticon of this 3/32% cable 1nr31c:a""" :
~that when fipal failure occurred it posscssud only a smell fraction of 4=

ry

o turert's Servies Bulletin No, 46, datad March 12, 1943, and an Alreraft Al
~ worthiness Inspection Note, issued by the Civil fAercmauvtics fdministratiors -
Capril 2, 1943, sdvised owners of the subject type aireratt to remove ard:
spect at 1000 hours: an 3/32M cavles usad in the rudder and elevator eontrol
syctems, and at 1500 hours to replace or splice o new section of cable. in
these poriions of the system which are subject to wear. There was no recosrd.
or evicencz that this part of the control system of the subject airplaﬁaé'
had ¢ver been replacad, The aircraft lopg indicated that sl the tims of tbe‘
‘accident this plane had been flewn 1777 hours and 20 mirmvtes. '

" The Civi nﬂromum{mmdmnmtr"tlon discouragoes the use of 3/32" s
cables and the cld type black micarts pulieys in control systems of ]J.rfht

_ The pz*ubable canse of this zccident wns I‘ailure of the npper’ele#a_ S o
- contrel eable durding acrobatic muneuvers, due to lack of proper mainténafs
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